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From the editor's desk. . .

WISH YOU ALL AVERY HAPPY & PROSPERDUS NEW YEAR...
Let the bad incidents like drought, flood, violent
demonstrations, environmental deterioration, major fires, of
2008 not pull our sprit down for 2010, there are hopes too;
Indian economy is stable and is looking up to grow, our
strong democratic values as seen during Central & State
Elections, Indian ranking is going up in sports etc

We mustintrospect and recognize our weaknasses and short comings honestly.

Fire in I0CL storage tank farm at Jaipur has once again exposed our limitation in terms of safety and wlSH Y‘OU
our preparedness to meet emergency situations.

As usual various inquiry committees will submit their reports, some questions will be asked about vE RY HAPP? .“
responsibility, resources, emergency procedure, disaster management planning etc, few individuals
may even be punished ... we shall once again talk about lack of infrastructure & resources

All these will not provide answers to the basic questions like —

Have we installed measures to prevent damage control and mitigate the impact of a contingency
arising due to any cause like a natural disaster, fire, terrorist attack etc ?

Do we carry out impartial investigation for what happened, learn lessons and improve our mitigation
preparedness continuously? i.e to say ARE WE SERIOUS ABOUT PROTECTING OURSELVES & QUR
MATIONAL PROPERTIES FROM CALAMITIES?

Unfortunately the answer is NO. We, as a nation, are casual & carefree in our approach and attitude

If we compare Jaipur Fire incident with Buncefield fire near London (LLE.) - we shall understand the
difference

It is not the resources, knowledge or expertise that we lack; we are lacking in the focus, the sincerity,
the political leadership and the management direction for establishing policies, frame work and
infrastructure to handle different emergency situations.

We do agree that fire fighting of this magnitude is extremely difficult but accepting the easy way out of

allowing fuel to burn till end is not the right decision, it shows lack of preparedness and
determination to take action.

We hope our policy & decision makers will now understand the gravity of situation and start
implementing risk mitigation action right from planning stage to installation of world class
organisational set up to meet any emergency situation anywhere in the country.

Mr. H. M. Sabadra
( Managing Director)
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BRILC. - . WHE GAP...

BRIDGING THE GAP...

Accepting the haplessness and choosing the easy path of allowing the fuel to burn till it is exhausted,
is not the right solution.

Consequential damage & loss to the exchequer, environment, industry & society at the large, is very
high besides raising doubt infernationally about our capability of handling emergency situations,

More and more countries are preparing themselves to fight fires of such a magnitude.

We unfortunately! have not learnt the lessons inspite of the past experience. We have failed to
comprehend the direct & indirect costs & consequences of such incidents like loss of lives, product
& properties, impact on environment and developmental processes

The difference, that a well planned fire fighting system does can be seen when we compare fire at
Jaipur with that at Buncefield, London (December 2005).

(Centre & State level disaster management plans are established to tackle unexpected emergencies like floods, earthquakes etc, but the focus on
Fire Hazard of such a magnitude is not given adequate importance.

Safety is not yet an area of concerned to government & public in our country.

We have many refineries, tank farms, gas botiling planis besides oil & gas pipe lines distributed all over the country. So we can face similar fire any
fime and anywhere.

Itis therefore necessary to establish proper organization to handle such situation,

WE SUGGEST FOLLOWING ACTION PLAN

1. Establish three tier organization structure at the national level to meet the challenges:

{a) Top command which shall review all aspects such as; infrastructure for fire fighting, manpower, equipments, co-ordinations & statutory
legislations, environmental & social impacts, decides the strategy & policies with the help of local & overseas experts. It will comprise of
Senior Level Officials from home, external affair, defence, finance and industries etc. technical experts from fire, safety & security, pollution
control, office bearers of related organizations can be invited to join.

(b) Second level of command will be at the regional or the state level to co-ordinate with top & third level command and to organize and provide
the resources required.
It will comprise of state level officials of neighbouring states and different central ministries etc.

ic) Local level command, which will be drawn from fire fighting, safety & technical experts, heads of home
guards & police, advisors from paramilitary & military forces, local administrators, local medical & public
health heads and NGOs etc.

This command will handle logistics, evacuation, actual fire fighting and damage control operations.

2. To identify requirements for fire fighting on such a scale, list out all requirements including water,
extinguishing agents, equipments, manpower and logistics etc.

3. Provide all reguirements:
It is difficult to establish such facilities for the large number of high fire risk locations all over the country. It is therefore necessary to select 8-

10 centres so that high risk locations can be reached within & hours from one of the centre.
Establish following facilities in each centre:

1. Large diameter hose lines (290-30 cm) with hose length of 2-3 km to deliver water from large reservoir, with automatic dispensing &
refrieval arrangements.

2. Trailer mounted high capacity pumps capable of delivering very high quantum of water.
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3. Foam & dry chemical powders in sufficient guantity.
4. Experienced & trained fire fighters & support team.

Right extinguishing agent is very critical & important factor in achieving complete fire extinguishment.

Qurfire fighters are not lacking in skills or courage, which can be seen by the yeoman job they have performed
under extremely hazardous situation during terrorists attack at Mumbai, last November. Unforfunately they
are neglected. We expect them to fight devastating fires with primitive equipments, inadequate resources
and risk their lives. They are neither paid well nor provided good medical treatment if injured while performing
their duties, families of the firemen suffer very badly if they die.

The cost of establishing & upkeeping such centralized fire fighting organization including employment cost of
well gualified & experienced manpower is negligible in comparison fo the damage & losses due to fires.
Whatis needed at this stage isa will to set up right facility with right infrastructure, resources, highly motivated and dedicated leadership.

Itis the time to take stock of the situation and act.

FIRE RATING

Selection of right agent & the extinguisher from the wide range is the single most important decision affecting the extinguishing operations.

Many standards exist to verify the performance of agents and the equipments individually and in combination. Understanding the methodology
adopted by different standards to assign rating value is required to cormpare data.

RATING - Fire rating is given based on the capability of the given fire extinguisher (with the filled agent) to extinguish particular class & size
of fire.

Standards widely used world overare  EN-3, UL 711, AS / NZS etc.

BIS has introduced |5 : 15683 standard to define fire fighting capabilities of different agents & different sizes of the extinguishers,

CLASS A RATINGS AS PER STANDARD - IS :15683

=  Wood stick - Square with 38 mm side or Rectangular 38 x 82 mm, Length depends upon Rating being tested
+ [ensity notspecific
*  Moisture content 9-13 %
* Application after crib mass reducesin 55+ 1%
SIZE & LENGTH OF WOOD MEMBERS mm lf ARRANGEMENT OF WOOD MEMBER IN CRIB | NO. OF WOOD MEMBER |  RATING
38 x 38 by 500 | 12 LAYERS OF 6 ci 72 1-A |
| 38X38by635 | 16 LAYERS OF 7 112 2-A
38 x 38 by 735 | 18 LAYERS OF 8 : 144 | X
38 x 38 by 800 20 LAYERS OF 9 180 | 4A
| 38 x 38 by 925 | 23 LAYERS OF 10 2 230 | 6A
38 x 38 by 1100 27 LAYERS OF 12 i — 3 10-A
38 X 89 by 1400 16 LAYERS OF 16 ON EDGE 1 TOP LAYER T
| OF 10 FLAT 296 | 20-A
38 X 89 by 1625 18 LAYERS OF 18 ON EDGE 1 TOP LAYER :
_ OF 12 FLAT 324 | 30-A
38 X 89 by 1750 | 20 LAYERS OF 20 ON EDGE 1 TOP LAYER ‘
OF 14 FLAT 400 | 40-A
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Minimum rating for a given type of the agent and the capacity of the extinguisher is defined. Mechanical & performance requirements with tests fo

be carried out is given for the manufacturer and the end user to understand exact specifications.

K_V. FIRE has established test facility to carry out tests as per IS :15683 standards and offer the same with infrastructure and manpower (including

an experienced fire fighter) for carmying out tests. We also offer testing of foams & powders as per various standards,

Please contact our Head Office for the same.

NEW ARRIVALS
« KV LITE POWEREX - ANOTHER FEATHER IN KVFC'S CAP

We are pleased fo bring the new generation & the most powerful fire extinguishing dry chemical powder, KVLITE POWEREX.

We have achieved the distinction of being the first listee under UL 299 C standard for DRY CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING AGENT FOR USE ON CLASS B

FLAMMABLE LIQUID (& GAS) SPECIAL HAZARDS.

The powder with extinguishing capability (application density) of 0.61 kg/m2 and apparent density of 0.65, offers the hig hest fire fighting capability,

i.&. portable extinguisher filled with KVLITE POWEREX meets the fire fighting capacity of wheeled extinguisher of other DCPs.
It complies with the 0ISD norms.

Please contact our marketing department for more details.

« EXPANDING THE RANGE... INTRODUCING CLEAN AGENT

We are very happy to announce that we have introduced Clean extinguishing agent in our large range of products.
KVLITE CLEAN AGENT is UL approved gaseous agent FE-36.

It's a Du-Pont ™ product, accepted by EPA for commercial, industrial, and military use under the EPA's SNAP program. It boasts ZERO Ozone
Depletion Potential and is NOT scheduled for phase-out by the Montreal Protocol. FE-36 has Very low toxicity. The Lowest Observable Adverse

Effects Level (LOAEL) is 15%, well above its extinguishing concentration.

FE-36 is electrically non-conductive and residue-free therefore will not cause any damage due to thermal shock.
Itis safe for application in human occupied areas for sensitive electronic components and valuable artifacts.

We offer clean agent extinguisher with capacities as per 15: 15683 as well as can meet your specific requirements.

Please contact our marketing department for more details

RATING
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